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G-d’s Eternal Call

Concepts:
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Creation as revelation

G-d’s call: Do we hear it?

Hints & allusions

Deism, Pantheism, Panentheism
Bad reception

Root of problem

Clearing the airwaves

Meditative techniques of the Besht.
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Devorim 4
You have been shown, in order to know that the L-rd He is G-d; there is none else besides

Him. From the heavens, He let you hear His voice to instruct you, and upon the earth He
showed you His great fire, and you heard His words out of the midst of the fire, and because
He loved your forefathers and chose their seed after them, and He brought you out of Egypt
before Him with His great strength ... And you shall know this day and consider it in your
heart, that the L-rd He is G-d in heaven above, and upon the earth below; there is none else.

Rashi on Deuteronomy

When the Holy One, blessed is He, gave the Torah, He opened for Israel the seven
heavens, and just as He tore open the upper regions, so did He tear open the lower
regions, and they saw that He is One alone. Accordingly, it is stated, “You have been
shown, in order to know [that the L-rd He is G-d-there is none else besides Him].”

Questions:

1) What is the simple meaning of the highlighted lines? How did Moses mean them? How

does Rashi understand them?

2) What is the Hasidic meaning? Why was that an innovation?
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Ten Principles of the Baal Shem Tov

1. The entire Torah and the entire world contain nothing but the light of the Infinite One (blessed
be He) concealed within them. All the verses that speak of this, such as “There is no other than
He” and “I fill the heavens and the earth,” are to be taken literally.

There is no act, word or thought in which the essence of Divinity is not constricted and hiding.

And so when you look and see with your mind’s eye, you will see the inner, life-force aspect
of everything, not just its outer, superficial layer. You will see nothing but the divine power
inside all things that is giving them life, being and existence at every moment.

And when you listen carefully to the inner voice within any physical sound that you hear,
you will hear only the voice of G-d that, at that moment, is literally giving life and existence to
the sound that you are hearing.

Question:

What is the difference between seeing and hearing?

Question:

What is a Bat Kol? How does one hear it?
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Baal Shem Tov, Toldos Yaakov Yosef

A king appointed four ministers over his treasury, but they stole his money and fled. One of
them regretted his action and returned of his own accord. The second one asked a wise man
for advice, and he convinced him to return. The third arrived at a place where they were
judging people for a similar crime, and returned out of fear. And the fourth did not return at
all.

To the first one who returned by himself, the king gave even greater prestige, since he acted
out of his own good judgment. Not so the second one, for had he not met the wise man who
advised him, he would never have returned. As for the third, who returned after he saw how
people were being judged, the king made him supervisor in that place [of judgment], so that
he could witness their suffering.

My Master said this [third category] applied to him. Understand this!

Questions:

1) Explain the parable.
2) What is the nimshal? What did they steal? How to they give it back?
3) Who does the Baal Shem Tov identify with? What does that tell us about him?

* * *

Question: How does one deal with stray thoughts in prayer? What is their source?
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